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Jubilee Creek Project
to protect part of the Ocala to Goethe Wildlife Corridor
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CTF  is working on completing the purchase of an
800-acre conservation easement that will help bring 

CTF closer to the goal of protecting the 2,000 acre Jubilee 
Creek project. CTF hopes to close on the property soon. 
Funds for the purchase of the easement were awarded in 
2009 from the North American Wetlands Conservation 
Act (NAWCA) The grant was for $1 million and CTF and 
the Alachua Conservation Trust (ACT) split the proceeds.

 This 2,000 acre project is adjacent to the 
Barr Hammock and Levy Prairie Preserves (owned by 
Alachua County), which encompass nearly 5,500 acres of 
contiguous conservation land. These conservation lands 
add a piece of the puzzle to the Ocala National Forest to 
Goethe State Forest wildlife corridor 

and will also increase the amount of conservation land near 
the 22,000-acre Payne’s Prairie Preserve State Park. 

Jubilee Creek has a unique and special story 
about its value as a natural resource. The creek sprouted a 
reoccurring natural event that locals called the Wacahoota 
Jubilee. During this natural phenomenon, tens of thousands 
of salamanders, crayfi sh, and fi sh all gathered in the 
shallows of the slough, which led to a jubilant harvest and 
surely a sight to be seen! 

 The event is chronicled in Dr. Archie Carr’s book, 
A Naturalist in Florida: A Celebration of Eden. But due to poor 
land management this event has not occurred for several 
years.      (Continued on page 8.)

Protecting Our Rural Lands

Jubilee Creek has a unique and special story about its value as a 
natural resource. Th e creek sprouted a reoccurring natural event 
that locals called the Wacahoota Jubilee. During this natural 
phenomenon, tens of thousands of salamanders, crayfi sh, and fi sh 
all gathered in the shallows of the slough, which led to a jubilant 
harvest and surely a sight to be seen! Th e event is chronicled in 
Dr. Archie Carr’s book, “A Naturalist in Florida: A Celebration 
of Eden.” 

But due to poor land management this event has not occurred for 
several years. By purchasing this land, CTF plans to restore it and 
bring this natural event back to life!

Th e Jubilee Creek 
project connects to 
the Barr Hammock 
Preserve and Ledwith 
Prairie. Left photo by 
Ellen Huntley Dube’ 
and right photo by 
Brian Block.



board of directors

Kathleen S. Williams, President
   Wildlife Biologist, Photographer, Writer
K. Marlene Conaway, Vice-President
   Planner, Dept. of Community Affairs (retired)
David Pais,  Secretary
    Pais Realty/Pais Landscapes, Owner
Michael Campbell, Treasurer
   Forester, Seedling Nursery Co-Owner
David Carr
    Conservationist, Pearl Country Store Co-Owner
David Maren
   Independent Philanthropy Professional
Ed Montgomery
     Forester, Dir. of Rural Properties, TerraPointe Services
Stephen Nesbitt
   Ornithologist, FL Wildlife Commission (retired)
Nancy J. Peterson
    Assoc. Director of Research and Outreach, School
    of Forest Resources & Conservation,  UF
Barry Rutenberg
    2011 First Vice Chairman, Board of the National
    Association of Home Builders, President of Barry
    Rutenberg and Associates, Inc.
Bill Schlitzkus
    Forester, Plum Creek Timber Company
Hans G. Tanzler, III
    Attorney/CPA/Tax Attorney, UF Foundation Board,
    St. Johns River Water Mgt. Dist. Governing Board

advisory board
Fay Baird
Kevin Brown
Margaret “Peggy” Carr
Will Ellis
Lisa Molitor Gearen
Erik Lewis
Anne MacKay
Former FL Gov. Buddy MacKay
Gary K. Meffe
Hugh Popenoe
Bob Simons
Jennifer B. Springfield
Carlton Ward, Jr.
Richard White
Freddie Wood
Terry L. Zinn

Busy Shires Byerly, Interim Executive Director
Ellen Huntley Dube,’ Land Conservation Director

Kristianna J. Lindgren, 
Land Conservation Assistant Director

Tom Hoctor, Greenways Program Research Scientist

Conservation Trust for Florida, Inc.
502 Cholokka Blvd.

P.O. Box 134, Micanopy, FL 32667
Phone & Fax: 352-466-1178 
www.conserveflorida.org    
info@conserveflorida.org

CTF is a 501 (c)(3) nonprofi t land trust. 
The mission of CTF is to protect the rural 

landscapes of Florida.  We focus on farms, ranches, 
working forests, and natural areas that provide 

landscape connections.

This has been a tough fund-raising year for 
many non-profi ts, and CTF is no excep-

tion. In March, after six months as our new 
executive director we have had to let Brian 
Block go because of our less-than-robust fi -
nancial situation. We are dissapointed to part 
ways with Brian who has done some excep-
tional work for CTF. He is a friend to conser-
vation, and remains a friend to CTF. 

 In the interim, I am happy to report that Busy 
Shires Byerly has stepped in to keep things 

running as the Interim Executive Director (she was CTF’s former Ex-
ecutive Director for 7 1/2 years.)  CTF plans to recruit a new executive 
director and move forward with renewed enthusiasm. 

 CTF has two major, long-term grants to cover our core pro-
grams - The Farmlands Program and The Greenways Program . 
The USDA Beginning Farmers project with UF/IFAS that Kristianna 
Lindgren and Ellen Huntley Dube are working on is moving forward 
and CTF has three workshops planned for this Fall. 

 Dr. Tom Hoctor will continue his work on the wildlife cor-
ridor project funded by the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation 
Commission through the State Wildlife Grants program. In addition, 
CTF is negotiating several new easements and the $500,000 North 
American Wetlands Conservation Act grant to protect approxi-
mately 800 acres adjacent to the Barr Hammock Preserve.    

 Thank you to Guy Marwick and The Felburn Foundation 
for their generous support. Thank you to Rayonier for their generous 
contribution and an additional pledge for the Fall Round UP! Many 
thanks to Ed Montgomery of TerraPointe Services (Rayonier’s real 
estate subsidiary) who is also a new member of CTF’s Board of Direc-
tors, for requesting the donation.

 Thank you to the Lydia B. Stokes Foundation for the gener-
ous grant to support CTF’s Farmlands Program. Thank you to the 
Quail Roost Foundation for their generous support of the Protecting 
Horse Country project. Thank you to the Plum Creek Foundation 
for supporting the Greenways and Timberlands Education Project.

 Thank you to The AEC Trust for their support of the Land 
Conservation and Landowner Education Project.

 We are making great strides in the right direction! I came on 
CTF’s board almost ten years ago. What impressed me then impresses 
me still - our mission and our people. 

CTF’s mission is unique and essential to the future of Florida. We address the con-
servation of working rural lands - farms, ranches, and timberlands. These lands also 

encompass Florida’s rich rural heritage and help preseve a sence of place.

 About fi ve million acres of Florida (nearly a fi fth of its area) 
are devoted to ranching, and the state is home to six of the top 10 beef-
producing ranches in the United States. These large ranches are also 
part of many of the critical wildlife corridors in Florida. Wildlife cor-
ridors support not only wildlife and plants, but vital natural resources 
such as clean air and water. They provide food to eat and fi ber from 
our timberlands. The agricultural, ranching, and timber industries are 
an important component of Florida’s economy.  
      (Continued on page 7.)

A Message from
CTF President Kathleen S. Williams:
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G uests at CTF’s Fall Round UP! 
on Sunday, November 14 enjoyed 

gorgeous weather and a view of Horse 
Prairie, complete with bison grazing on 
a crisp fall day. The event raised about 
$19,000 for the organization and our 
land conservation projects.
 CTF honored the passing of 
Dr. Larry Harris, who was one of CTF’s 
Advisory Board members and helped 
shape our Greenways Program and 
many of our wildlife corridor projects. 
 Dr. Harris was  a pioneer in the 
area of landscape fragmentation and 
wildlife corridors. He explored the idea 
of connecting conservation areas and 
forest stands as part of a timber harvest 
instead of isolating the stands of trees. 
 Dr. Harris’ pioneering ideas 
about island biogeopraphic theory were 
published in the 1984 book titled “The 

Fragmented Forest” and the book 
was awarded the Wildlife Society’s 
1986 Publications Award.
 Dr. Harris taught at the 
University of Florida for 27 years. 
He was known as a highly enter-
taining, sometimes controversial, 
but always inspiring educator.
 The Larry D. Harris, PhD. 
Memorial Award was accepted by 
his widow Dr. Kathleen Deagan and 
his son Larry Harris, Jr.
 CTF guests were also treat-
ed to a presentation by Sean Sexton, 
a rancher, professional writer and 
artist. He grew up on his family’s 
Treasure Hammock Ranch in Vero 
Beach, Florida. He divides his time 
between taking care of a 600-acre 
cow-calf operation and seed stock 

operation and painting and writing. He 
and his wife Sharon Sexton, who is also 
an accomplished artist, raised their two 
children on the ranch. 
 In 2007, the Sextons placed a 
conservation easement on their ranch, 
which was purchased by Indian River 
Co. to preserve the ranch and wildlife.
 Sean has kept journal-sketch 
books drawn from his life since 1973. 
He is the author of “Waldo’s Mountain, 
Brief History of a Small Elevation,” 
which is about his grandfather Waldo 
Sexton, the original founder of McKee 
Jungle Gardens, which closed in 1976 
but reopened in 2001 as the McKee 
Botanical Garden.
 Sean’s new poetry book is titled 
Blood Writing, Poems, which was pub-
lished in 2010. 
    (Continued on page 4.)

Sean Sexton was the Keynote 
Speaker at CTF’s Fall Round UP! 
on November 14, 2010. Sean  
draws inspiration for his painting, 
sketches, and poetry from his ‘fi eld 
work’ on his family’s 600-acre 
cattle ranch. Left photo by Matt 
Dube.' Right photo courtesy of 
Sean Sexton.
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 Fall Round UP! 2010

Worth Auxier, UF First Lady Chris 
Machen and a guest at CTF’s event on 
Sunday, November 14.                        

  Larry Harris, Jr., Dr. Harris’ son and 
his wife Dr. Kathleen Deagan accept 
the Larry Dr. Harris Memorial Award.    

Guests enjoying the view of Horse Prairie 
Ranch. Photos by Matt Dube.'   

Thank you for your support!



thank you
sponsors

                              (Continued from page 3.)

 Dr. Tom Hoctor, who is the 
Director of the Center for Landscape 
and Conservation Planning at the 
University of Florida, and is also 
CTF’s Greenways Program Research 
Scientist, worked with Dr. Harris for 
many years on wildlife corridor proj-
ects. 

 Dr. Hoctor described several 
of CTF’s wildlife corridor projects 
and the new Florida Wildlife Corri-
dor outreach project spearheaded by 
CTF Advisory Board Member Carlton 
Ward, Jr.

 Brian Block presented Busy 
Shires Byerly with an award from the 
Board for being the Executive Direc-
tor of CTF for 71/2 years. A gorgeous 
wood carving of two horse heads.

 A very Special Thank you to the 
Whitehurst family for generously 
donating the use of the Ranch to CTF 
for the event. Thank you also to Bill 
Whitehurst for representing the fam-
ily and for making a generous contri-
bution to CTF.

Hans & Debbie Tanzler III
Peter & Lisa Gearen

Patron Sponsors
Alachua County Visitors and Conven-
ti on Bureau, Blue Highway, Central 

Florida Offi  ce Plus, Chestnut Funeral 
Home, Bruce and Paula DeLaney, F&W 

Forestry Services, Inc., Festi val Sign 
Service, Gainesville Regional Uti liti es, 
Goodwin Lumber Company, Herlong 
Mansion Bed & Breakfast, Richard M. 
Knellinger, Micanopy Animal Hospital 

Inc., Pais Realty / Pais Landscapes, 
Nancy Peterson and Jerry Culen, Jeff  
and Erna Rubin, Sparr Building and 

Farm Supply, The Firefl y Group

Sustaining Sponsors
Creek Ranch, LLC., Walter and Patricia 

Courtenay, EC & D, Environmental 
Consulti ng & Design, Inc., Farmers & 
Merchants Bank, Flotech, Gainesville 

Health and Fitness Center, Garden Gate 
Nursery, Gator Beverage, Internati onal 
Carbon Bank and Exchange, Inc., Joiner 
Consulti ng, Inc., KMC Planning Assoc., 

Mimi Moreno, Mosswood Farm, Louis B. 
Parrish Consulti ng, Prudenti al Realty, Sixth 
Street Stati on, Emory and Jennifer Spring-
fi eld, Stephens Thoroughbreds, LLC, Dr. 

Raymond T. Webber, The Wine & Cheese 
Gallery, Xerographic Copy Center, Inc.

Th ank you to 
Cathy DeWitt and  Keith Peters 
for generously donating the live 

music for the event. 
Cathy has shared the stage and the 

airwaves with Tom Paxton, Pete 
Seeger, and Garrison Keillor. She 
also created the Music in Medi-

cine program at Shands Hospital’s 
Arts in Medicine program. www.

cathydewitt.com
Keith is also a talented musician.

     Fall Round UP!
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CTF Advisory Board 
Member Jennifer Spring-
fi eld, Charlie Houder As-
sistant Executive Director, 

Suwannee River Water 
Management District, and 

Jerry R. Joiner, owner of 
Joiner Consulting, Inc.

Bottom photo: Marilyn 
Sokolof, Memree Stewart, 

Sharon Sexton, and a guest 
at the event.



Businesses
 Alternati ves Global Market Place, 

Angel Gardens, Charles Rowe Fine Art, 
Conway Conservati on, Inc., Delectable 
Collectables, F&W Forestry Services, 
Inc., Fresh Market, Gainesville Health 
and Fitness Center, Grandifl ora, Hang 

Ten Nail Salon, Hippodrome State 
Theater, Ilene’s For Fashion, Kanapaha 

Botanical Gardens, Leonardo’s 706, 
Living Fit Online, LLC., Melrose 

Hammock Fine Arts, Mosswood Farm, 
Olive You Eat Well, Inc., Paddock Room 

Galleries, Patagonia, Satchel’s Pizza, 
Serendipity Hair Salon, Sparr Building 

and Farm Supply, Staley Anti ques, 
Steve Howell Pott ery, Sundance Farm, 

Sweetwater Organic Coff ees, Tack 
Shack of Ocala, Treasure Hammock 
Ranch, Wellman & Welsch Pott ery, 

Wild Birds Unlimited

Arti sts and Individuals
Douglas Adams, Kim Alderson, Kate 

Barnes, Ronald and Patricia Bern, 
Eleanor Blair, Catherine Boswell, 

Stacey Breheny, Christi ne Cambrea, 
Peter Carolin, Virginia Chen, Will 

Dickey, Paul and Polly Doughty, Sean 
Dowie, George Ferreira, William 
C. Flood, Ed Geers, Kristi anna J. 
Lindgren, Whitey Markle, John 

Moran, Richard and Nancy Moskovitz, 
Bruce Nawrocke, Elisabeth Odum, 

Leslie Peebles, Jeff  Ripple, Jacquelyn 
Schindehett e, Ana Varela, Eric Zamora

Susan Chocola, Patsy Conlon, Betsy 
Creveling, Aileen Dixon, Trey Greer, Linda 

Hewlett , Christi ne Housel, Ann Karlo, 
Melissa Leslie, June Mac Auley, 
Jorge Milanes, Celeste Shitama

CTF Development and Outreach 
Committ ee

David Carr, Lisa M. Gearen, Steve Nesbitt , 
David Pais, Jennifer Springfi eld, Kathleen 

S. Williams, Hans Tanzler III

thank you
auction 
donors

at the Horse Prairie Ranch
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thank you
volunteers

Brian Block presented 
Busy Shires Byerly with 
an award from the 
Board for being the 
Executive Director of 
CTF for 71/2 years. A 
gorgeous wood carving 
of two horse heads.

All Fall Round UP! 
photos by Matt Dube’.

Top Photo: CTF Land Conservation 
Director Ellen Huntley Dube’ and her son 
Andrew Dube’, and CTF Board Member 
Steve Nesbitt.

Middle Left Photo: CTF Advisory Board 
Member Lisa M. Gearen. Lisa gave an 
inspiring speech at the event. Th ank you!

Middle Right Photo: Jack and Marjorie 
Hauptman.
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CTF is pleased to announce the appointment of 
former Florida Governor Buddy MacKay and 

his wife Anne MacKay to the Advisory Board at 
the annual meeting on January 23, 2011 at the Barr 
Hammock Preserve.
 Gov. MacKay, who grew up near Ocala on 
a citrus farm, was a state legislator (serving in the FL 
Senate and the FL House of Representatives), a U.S. 
Representative, and Lt. Governor. Mrs. MacKay is 
a former school teacher and she helped create the 
State Wildfl ower license tag in 2000 and is a found-
ing member of the Florida Wildfl ower Foundation. 
 Th e board also appointed forester Ed 
Montgomery to the Board of Directors and ecolo-
gist Bob Simons to the Advisory Board at the An-
nual Meeting.
 Ed Montgomery joined Rayonier Inc. in 
1979 after graduation from the University of Florida 
with a BS in Forest Resources and Conservation. 
Ed has held vari-
ous positions with 
Rayonier and is 
currently Director, 
Real Estate Sales 
and Marketing for 
TerraPointe Ser-
vices.  A native of 
north Florida, Ed 
enjoys boating on 
Florida’s beautiful 
waterways with 
his wife Jennifer, 
playing folk music and serving on praise music and 
prison ministry teams.

Bob Simons is a professional forester and private 
consultant who con-
ducts ecological inven-
tories and writes forest 
management plans 
and scientifi c papers. 
Bob has taught courses 
at Santa Fe College 
and the University of 
Florida. 
 He is the man-
ager and part owner of 
forest land in Suwannee 
and Alachua Counties. Bob currently serves on the 
FL Silviculture Best Management Practices Techni-
cal Adv. Comm., the Suwannee River Water Man-
agement Dist. Land Management Review Team, FL 
Defenders of the Environment, and the Alachua Co. 
Land Conservation Board.
 At the April Board meeting, the Board of 
Directors also appointed David Maren, conserva-
tionist and philanthropist, to the Board.

 Welcome New Board Members

CTF President Kath-
leen Williams, CTF 

Board 
Member at Large 
Barry Rutenberg, 

CTF Advisory Board 
Members Anne 

MacKay and  former 
Florida Gov. Buddy 

MacKay, former CTF 
Executive Director 

Brian Block and 
Steve Beeland.

Annual meeting 
photos by 

Busy Shires Byerly.

Far right bottom pho-
to: CTF Founder and 
Board Member David 

Carr, CTF Secretary 
David Pail, and CTF 
Board Mmeber David 

Maren. photo by 
Busy Shires Byerly.

Photo by Summer Best.
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Congratulations 
to Kevin Brown  

and Richard White!
Kevin Brown was 

recently appointed to the 
Suwannee River Water 
Management District 

Governing Board.
 

Richard White was 
recently listetd by Super 

Lawyers. He is also 
listed in Best Lawyers in 

America, and he has a 
AV Preeminent rating 

by Martindale-Hubbell. 



7    Conservation Trust for Florida, Inc. ~ The Post ~ June 2011

Kristianna J. Lindgren, CTF’s Land Conservation 
Assistant Director, passed the bar exam and is 
now an Attorney!
 
She graduated from the University of Florida in 
December 2010 with a MS in Interdisciplinary 
Ecology and JD in Law with a certifi cate in Envi-
ronmental and Land Use Law.
 
Kristianna took time off from CTF in January and 
February to study for the Bar Exam, but she is very 
happy to be back to work for CTF! 

(Continued on page 7.)

Message from CTF President 
Kathleen S. Williams

 Agricultural lands are criti-
cal to wildlife. As a biologist I have 
worked with several threatened 
species--fox squirrels, sandhill cranes, 
and gopher tortoises-- whose future 
depends on ranchlands, farms, and 
open spaces. I’ve also had the op-
portunity to participate in a Florida 
panther capture, and have seen a 
Florida black bear in the wild--both 
these species depend on wildlife cor-
ridors comprised of natural areas and 
working landscapes.
 
 The other reason I joined 
CTF is our people. Our board, advi-
sory board, and staff includes forest-
ers, biologists, landscape architects, 
businessmen, hydrologists, lawyers, 
realtors, botanists, professors, nurs-
erymen, a farmer, a water manage-

ment district board member, writers, 
photographers, and a former Florida 
governor. Together they form a fan-
tastic and dynamic mixture of people. 
Our board is politically “mixed”, from 
both sides of the aisle, but all with 
a common goal. We have two new 
stellar board members--David Maren 
and Ed Montgomery, and three new 
advisory board members--Buddy and 
Anne MacKay, and Bob Simons.  

 We have recently hit a rough 
spot, fi nancially. Most organizations 
do at some point. But we have solid, 
important programs continuing, and 
plenty of great deeds yet to do.  Our 
fi nancial future is already starting to 
look brighter. We have a tremendous 
mission and tremendous people.  

 I hope you will continue to 
support the Conservation Trust for 
Florida to help save the farms and 
forestlands of Florida.  

“The other reason 
I joined CTF is 

our people. 
Our board, 

advisory board, 
and staff  ---

together they form 
a fantastic and 

dynamic mixture 
of people,” said 

Kathleen Williams.

Left photo: Tom 
Staley takes guests 
at CTF’s Annual 
Meeting on a hayride 
through the Barr 
Hammock Preserve. 
Right photo: CTF 
Advisory Board Mem-
ber Jennifer Spring-
fi eld and CTF
Board Member 
Steve Nesbitt.

Kristianna Passed the Bar

Kristianna J. 
Lindgren on 
graduation 
day at the UF 
College of Law. 
Photo courtesy 
of Kristianna.



(Continued from page 1.)

 CTF will continue to work 
with the landowner and we hope to 
restore the property and it and bring 
the Wacahoota Jubilee back to life!

 To purchase 
the remaining 1,200 
acres of the Jubilee 
Creek project, CTF 
was awarded a $4.5 
million dollar grant 
from the Florida 
Communities Trust 
(FCT) in the summer 
of 2010. 

 The FCT 
grant was originally 
submitted in 2008 
to the Florida Com-
munities Trust, but 
the project just barely 
missed the funding 
cut off. However, 
in 2010, funds for the FCT program 
were allocated to the land acquisition 
program by the state, but since it was 
limited funding, the staff at the Depart-
ment of Community Affairs, which 
administers the FCT land acquisition 

program, decided to continue to work 
down the list of project that were 
submitted in 2008. CTF’s project was 
ranked high enough so that the Jubilee 
Creek project could receive funding. 

CTF and FCT staff negotiated with the 
major landowner, who 
owned about 75% of 
the project area, but the 
landowner declined the 
state’s purchase price. 
CTF will continue to 
work with the land-
owner on land conser-
vation options.

The Jubilee Creek 
project is Phase 3 of a 
larger project to protect 
critical nesting and 
breeding habitat for 
migratory birds such as 
sandhill cranes and 
wood ducks.

 Thank you to CTF’s project 
partner Alachua Conservation Trust 
(ACT) and to Lauren Day of The Con-
servation Fund for originally putting 
the the North Florida Wetlands Con-
servation Project, together.

Ledwith Prairie is adjacent to the Barr Hammock and Levy Prairie Preserves. Th is 
photo is taken from Barr Hammock looking out onto Ledwith Prairie. Jubilee Creek 

and Moore’s Pond are the headwaters of Ledwith and Levy Prairies. Barr Hammock is 
the “land bridge” that connects Ledwith to Levy.

Photo by Will Dickey © www.willdickey.com

Jubilee Creek Project
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 The Jubilee Creek 
project is Phase 3 
of a larger project 
to protect critical 
nesting and breed-

ing habitat for 
migratory birds 
such as sandhill 

cranes and 
wood ducks.

Top Photo: Lauren Day and Matt 
Sexton, both of Th e Conservation 

Fund, on a tour of the North 
Florida Wetlands Conservation 
Project (NFWCP). Th e Jubilee 

Creek project is Phase 3 of the larger 
NFWCP project to protect critical 
nesting and breeding habitat for 
migratory birds such as sandhill 

cranes and wood ducks. 

Bottom Photo: Ruellia, Wild 
Petunia.

Photos by Robert Hutchinson.
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In Loving Memory
Phyllis S. Hansen

Phyllis donated a conservation easement 
on her 24-acre property in Cross Creek 

to CTF in 2004. She was CTF’s fi rst 
easement donor and we honored her with 
a Land Conservation Award at the 2004 Fall 

Round UP! at The Yearling Restuarant. 
Phyllis worked to protect not only her 

property, but the Cross Creek area from 
inappropriate development. 

She was the President of the Friends of 
the Marjorie Kinnan Rawlings Farm, Inc. 

Phyllis Hansen’s tupelo swamp on her Cross 
Creek property. Photo courtesy of CTF.

 

Dr. Tom Hoctor, who is 
Director of the Center 

for Landscape and Conser-
vation Planning University 
of Florida and Greenways 
Program Scientist for CTF, 
is working on the update 
of the Florida Ecologi-
cal Greenways Network 
(FEGN).
 
 CTF and UF were 
awarded a matching grant 
from the Florida Fish and 
Wildlife Conservation 

Commission to  update the 
FEGN. The FEGN identi-
fi es the opportunities to 
protect large, intact land-
scapes important for con-
serving Florida’s biodiver-
sity and ecosystem systems. 

 The primary objec-
tive is to complete a com-
prehensive update of the 
FEGN to accomplish the 
goal of identifying a func-
tionally connected state-
wide ecological network of 
public and private conser-

vation lands.  The updated 
FEGN will incorporate 
new and updated GIS data 
layers identifying areas of 
conservation signifi cance 
and eliminate areas that 
have been developed and 
are no longer suitable since 
identifi cation of the origi-
nal FEGN.  

 In addition, it will 
maximize the potential of 
Florida’s native biodiversity 
to functionally respond to 
climate change.

Florida Black Bear Cub photo 
courtesy of the Florida Fish 
and Wildlife Conservation 
Commission.

 CTF Advisory Board Member Carlton Ward, Jr.’s 
photographs of black bears were featured in the May-June 
2011 edition of the national Audubon Magazine. 

 The photographs document part of the Highlands 
County Bear Research project, which 
is led by John Cox at the University 
of Kentucky. (The research project was 
originally begun by the late Dave Maehr 
seven years ago.) 

 The project has radio-col-
lared more than 50 bears in High-
lands County and researchers track 
the bear’s birthrate, diet, and move-
ment patterns. Researchers 
are concerned about the bear’s long-
term survival due to low genetic 
diversity and the threat of habitat 
fragmentation. 

 The Nature Conservancy and several additional 
project partners, including Archbold Biological Station, are 

working on protecting a southern wildlife corridor to 
connect Highlands County to the Big Cypress and the 
Everglades and a northern corridor to connect to the 
Okefenokee National Forest in Georgia.

The article also highlighted the 
Florida Wildlife Corridor project, 
spearheaded by Carlton. On Janu-
ary 17, 2012,Carlton, Joe Guthrie, and 
Mallory Lykes Dimmitt will kick off 
a 1,000 mile expedition over a 100 day 
period to increase public awareness 
and generate support for the Florida 
Wildlife Corridor project. The pro-
posed corridor would encompass 
existing conservation lands and pri-
vately owned ranch and timber lands. 

www.fl oridawildlifecorridor.org

www.audubonmagazine.org/currents/currents1105.html 

Greenways Projects -- FEGN and FWC



In Loving Memory
Dr. Thomas D. Carr

“Dr. Carr had a deep 
dedication to protect 

wildlife habitat, which he 
would adamantly refer to 

as “wildlife privacy.”
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Make a $50 donation to CTF and 
you will receive a lovely signed 

copy of Kate Barnes’ acrylic 
painting on canvas, titled 

“Horse Prairie.”  
Kate painted this on location at 
the Whitehurst’s Horse Prairie 

Ranch during CTF’s 
Fall Round UP!  in 2009. 

The poster’s measurements 
are 18” x 24”.  

 Dr. Thomas D. Carr, who was 
Archie Carr’s brother and CTF Found-
er David Carr’s uncle, passed away on 
April 20, 2011 at age 94.

 Dr. Carr was a Professor of 
Astronomy and Physics at the Univer-
sity of Florida for over 30 years. His 
primary area of research involved radio 
emissions from the planet Jupiter and 
its moon “lo.”

 He cared for his land (over 100 
acres) near Micanopy and he loved to 
plant trees. Dr. Carr had been working 
with CTF for several years to protect 
his land with a conservation easement. 
His daughter, Susan Carr, continues to 
work with CTF to protect his prop-
erty. Dr. Carr’s property is very close 
to Price’s Scrub.

 Ellen Huntley Dube’, CTF 
Land Conservation Director worked 
with Dr. Carr on land conservation 
options to protect his property and she 
wrote this touching tribute:

“Reading the electronic guest book, you can 
see the love and respect everyone had for Dr. 
Carr. He had the mind and heart that inspired 
people and he helped make the world a better 
place. I fondly remember walking with him 
on his land; and whether the temperature was 
cool, hot, or cold, he exuded a true zest for life, 
nature, and wildlife. He was passionate about 
life and he was truly a steward of the land. Dr. 
Carr had a deep dedication to protect wildlife 
habitat, which he would adamantly refer to as 
“wildlife privacy.”

 Tom was preceded in death 
by his fi rst wife, Glenna D. Carr. He 
is survived by his second wife Grace 
Wagner Carr of Gainesville, a daughter 
Susan, 4 nephews, a niece, 2 great-
nephews and a great-niece.
 
 In lieu of fl owers, the family 
asks that contributions be made in Dr. 
Carr’s name to the Conservation Trust 
for Florida or to the Umatilla His-
torical Society, PO Box 64, Umatilla, 
Florida 32784. 

CTF’s 10th Anniversary Poster

 Memorial Donations
made in memory of Dr. Carr

Ron and Diana Cohen, Richard and 
Justine Fry, Alex and Freda Green, 

Charles Higgins, Joseph and Lucille 
Little, Nancy Macaulay, Jim and 
Mary Neal, Walter and Barbara 

Probert, Jack and Ann Williams, 
James and Anne Williams, and 

Thomas Michael Williams.

Top Photo: Dr. Carr standing near 
the pond on his beloved property. 

Photo by Ellen Dube’. Right Photo: 
CTF President Kathleen S. Williams, 

Grace Wagner Carr, and Dr. Tom 
Carr. Photo by Matt Dube’.



 Grady and Honor Hartzog, who own 
approximately 120 acres in Gilchrist County 
on the Santa Fe River, donated a conservation 
easement to CTF in December 2010. The ease-
ment will protect nearly 2,000 feet of front-
age on the Santa Fe River. The property has 
signifi cant karst features and a cave system, 
as well as a long leaf pine forest, a hardwood 
hammock, and bottomland hardwoods.

 Before the Hartzogs purchased the 
property, it was slated for 16 home sites. 

 During the spring rains, a lush carpet 
of rain lilies sprout up under the expansive 
oak canopy. The Hartzogs are also restoring 
the pines to long leaf with a wire grass under-
story.

Thank you to the Hartzogs for protecting this 
magnifi cent property.

Rain lilies, under a canopy of oak trees, bloom in the 
spring. Photo by Kristianna J. Lindgren.
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Price’s Scrub, which CTF helped 
protect in 2004, is now open to 
the public for light recreational 

activities such as hiking and horse-
back riding. 

 There are several miles of new 
trails that meander through the land-
scape. The surface of the trails range 
from deep sand to crushed shells. For 
horseback riders, the trails are wide 
and horse friendly. There is a turn 
around area and parking for horse 
trailers as well as water for horses.

 Price’s Scrub is a unique 962-
acre sand pine and pond pine system 
with saw palmetto understory. One of 
the unique features is that it contains 
one of the northern most fragments of 
scrub habitat. It also has part of an old 
stage coach road. 

 Thank you to Linda C. Duever 
who originally proposed the purchase 
of the property and who conducted 
extensive research.

 Thank you also to CTF Advi-
sory Board Member Peggy Carr, CTF 
Treasurer Mike Campbell, former CTF 
Executive Director Gary Meffe, and 
staff member Erik Lewis who were 
instrumental in convincing the state 
to purchase the property.

 The property was purchased 
by the State of Florida under the 
Conservation and Recreation Lands 
(CARL) Program and the Florida 
Department of Environmental Protec-
tion, Offi ce of Greenways and Trails, 
manages the property. 

 CTF is negotiating conserva-
tion easements with adjacent land-
owners. Price’s Scrub is an important 
connection in the effort to create a 
wildlife corridor, from the Ocala Na-
tional Forest to Goethe State Forest.

 

 CTF’s Ocala National Forest 
to Osceola National Forest (O2O) 
project and Dr. Tom Hoctor’s research 
on the Florida Ecological Greenways 
Network (FEGN), was included in the 
1000 Friends of Florida’s recent report 
on the state’s Greenways system.
 
 The report Florida’s Evolving 
Large-scale Ecological Greenways System 
was written by Doug Alderson & Dan 
Pennington and published on the 1000 
Friends of Florida’s website in 2011. 
The report is one of the most popu-
lar publications on the website. (Dr. 
Hoctor is the Director of the Center 
for Landscape and Conservation Plan-
ning and is CTF’s Greenways Program 
Research Scientist.)

http://www.1000fof.org/PUBS/Eco-
logicalGreenwaysFinalVersion.pdf

 

Hartzog Conservation Easement

Price’s Scrub Now Open to the Public

O2O project in 1,000 
Friends of FL Report

Part of the old stage coach road on 
Price’s Scrub. Photo by Muller and 
Associates, Inc.
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The mission of the Conservation Trust for Florida is to protect the rural landscapes of Florida. 
We focus on farms, ranches, working forests, and natural areas that provide landscape connections.

We have successfully protected approximately 9,300 acres of rural landscapes through publicly 
funded land conservation programs and privately donated conservation easements. 

CTF works on a regional basis to protect working rural landscapes and wildlife corridors through  
educational workshops and direct protection through voluntarily donated conservation easements 

and acquisition by publicly funded land conservation programs.
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CTF's New Office
Stop by CTF's new offi ce located at 

502 Cholokka Blvd. in Micanopy, right next to 
the Herlong B&B. Thank you to CTF Advisory 
Board Member Fay Baird and her husband Tom 

Staley for giving CTF a very generous lease.

SAVE THE DATE!
Fall Round UP! 

Sunday, November 6, 2011

CTF Board Member Bill Schlitzkus a forester with 
Plum Creek presents Interim Executive Director Busy 
Shires Byerly and CTF President Kathleen Williams 

with a check from Plum Creek for $10,000 to support 
the Greenways and Timberlands Education project. 

Thank you to the Norcross Wildlife Foundation, 
Inc. for sponsoring the newsletter.
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