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







 









Grady and Honor Hartzog graciously accept the 
2012 Land Conservation Award for protecting 
their Santa Fe River property with a conserva-
tion easement.  

 



 


 




  (Continued on page 4.)

CTF Advisory Board Member Peggy Carr, Susan Carr and CTF Founder 
David Carr. Bottom right photo: Hans Tanzler III accepting a thank you gift 
for hosting the Fall Round UP! Bottom left photo” Jim Last helps Debbie Tan-
zler steer a pair of Belgian Draft horses at the event. Photos by Gary Denton.  




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(Continued from page 3.)
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

 





 





 





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Company and 2012 
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All event photos by 
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Top left: Tom Hoctor and 
Carlton Ward Jr talk about the 
FL Wildlife Corridor. Top right: 
Marty Fiorentino, President,! e 
Fiorentino Group and Mary 
Baer-Fiorentino of WJXT Chan-
nel 4 in Jacksonville. Middle: 
Mary Jane Volkmann painting. 
Left: David Menet of Salter, 
Feiber, P.A. and Emory Spring-
" eld of Spring" eld Law, P.A. 
Bottom: Mary Reed, Carissa 
Driggers, Ana-Luiza Fraisse, and 
Lordwige Atis of the UF Ambas-
sadors Program.






Molly Davis joined CTF this spring to help 
with the USDA workshops as CTF’s Land 
Conservation Assistant Director. She gradu-
ated with honors in May from UF with a 
Bachelors of Science in Sustainability and 
the Built Environment. Molly will help fa-
cilitate the USDA project until that project 
ends in August.

Samantha Culp graduated from the Col-
lege of Charleston with a major in Politi-
cal Science and minors in Sociology and 
Environmental Studies.  She is enrolled 
in the Environmental and Land Use Law 
Program and the Conservation Clinic. She 
was awarded the Conservation Fellowship; 
a grant that has enabledher to work at CTF 
this summer as a law intern.

Welcome to CTF Molly and Samantha!

L to R: Molly Davis and Samantha Culp. 



t the Annual Meeting of the Board of Directors held 
at the Herlong Mansion Bed & Breakfast on January 

28th, a new Executive Committee was elected and Mike 
Campbell, who was one of the founding Board Members of 
CTF, was awarded with a Founders Award for serving on the 
Board of CTF for 13 years.
 Mike served as the Treasurer, President and as the 
Chair of the Land Protection Committee for several years. 
He and his wife Sandy own a tree and seedling nursery and 
consulting business in Micanopy. ! ank you Mike for your 
contribution and service to CTF!

elcome new Executive Committee:

President: David Pais, Owner of Pais Realty and Pais Land-
scapes.
Vice-President: Ed Montgomery, Director, Real Estate Sales 
and Marketing for TerraPointe Services
Treasurer: Nancy J. Peterson, Assoc. Dir. for Research and 
Services, UF School of Forest Resources and Conservation.
Secretary: Stephen Nesbitt, Sandhill crane and eagle expert. 
Ornithologist and retired Biological Administrator for the 
Florida Wildlife Commission and member of the Whooping 
Crane Recovery Team.

elcome new Board Members:

Mike Webster: Mike grew up in south Florida as a conserva-
tion ethic emerged from issues surrounding the Jetport, 
Big Cypress National Preserve, and Everglades System 
restoration. 
 A northeast Florida resident since the late 1970s, 
Mike served on the Board of the Florida Wildlife Federation 
and witnessed the creation of Jennings State Forest and the 
related Ravines, Talbot Island State Park, Guana WMA/State 
Park, Northeast Florida Timberlands Reserve, and Osceola 
National Forest Pinhook addition. 

 Mike has been involved 
with diverse local government 
growth management proceed-
ings, and is the recipient of 
the City of Jacksonville Mimi 
and Lee Adams Environmental 
Award. 
 A licensed Yacht Broker, 
he is an avid outdoorsman who 
enjoys Florida’s public lands and 
waterways, and is a member of a 
hunting club.

Lee “Alex” Wheeler III: Alex is 
a Senior Accounting Manager at 
Bunting Tripp and Ingley LLP 
CPA’s in Lake Wales, Florida, 
where he specializes in not-for-
pro! t organizations. 
 He is a former Polk 
School Board member and city 
commissioner, and served ! ve 
terms as mayor of Lake Wales. 
 He is past president of 
Green Horizons Land Trust, 
Chairman and founding mem-
ber of Lake Wales Free Clinic, 
Inc., Treasurer of the Lake Wales 
Health Care Foundation, and 
was named 2010 Citizen 
of the Year. 
 He is an avid SCUBA 
diver who enjoys camping and 
working with environmental 
causes.



Mike Campbell was presented with a 
Founders Award at the Annual Meeting in 

January for serving on the Board of CTF for 
13 years. Mike was also one of the founding 
Board Members of CTF. Mike Campbell and 
a young supporter of CTF at the Micanopy 4th 

of July Parade. Photo courtesy of CTF.

Photos courtesy of Mike Webster 
and Alex Wheeler.
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




 




 













 



















 






 








! is essay was excerpted from the Swal-
lowtail Farm Newsletter that Noah writes 
for the weekly Community Supported Ag-
riculture (CSA) pick up of fresh produce. 

 remember visiting Michael and 
Mariana of Rosie’s Organic Farm 

in the week leading up to our ! rst 
cultivation of the ! elds at Swallowtail 
Farm. " ey welcomed us warmly and 
we walked through their nursery and 
the ! elds and talked about the future...
 " ey were sweet and 
supportive and kind, and it’s been a 
great friendship ever since; peers to 
share our little farming life bubble 
with, to talk about the yeas and nays of 
trellising tomatoes, to trade strawberries 
for melons with, to think about what 
farming means for family life, about 
work, and about Place.
 " e question of Place has been 
where our conversation has resided 
most in the past year or so, mostly 
because they have known that they 

want to ! nd a permanent home, but 
also because until this season, I was 
commuting to farm, and trying to 
! gure out where to put myself, both in 
the short and the long. 
 It is the eternal question for 
non-landowner farmers, because to 
farm is to create a whole life based in 
the land. It is as Michael puts it, the 
Livity. " ere is no farming without 
a place to farm; no Livity without 
the land. And yet so many young 
farmers these days are without land, 
and land is not cheap, because the 
days when agriculture was the ‘highest 
and best use’ are long gone, made 
ancient and relic by the greedy logic of 
development. 
 When good farmland has 
the development potential to host a 
subdivision, our prudence is forsaken, 
and the developer is inevitably the 
highest bidder. With each such sale, we 
sell out our agricultural commonwealth 
piecemeal. It is an old problem by now.

 On the other hand, there 
is a great gap to ! ll, and the old-
timer farming generation is now 
septagenarian and older and becoming 
great-grandparents to our children.
Many of them have left the ! elds for 
the rocking chair, and are now merely 
telling stories, like the voices of 
Fox! re books, to any ears wise enough 
to listen. 
 Even our parents’ parents were 
not an agricultural generation, so the 
ocean appears wide and deep between 
Greenhorns and American Gothic. 
 Yet there is, unmistakably, a 
sweet miracle in the works in America, 
though clearly outshouted by the 
pitch of politics and the chaos of 
Kardashians. It is in the margins of 
course, on the edges of town and city, 
and in the nooks and crannies between 
subdivision and wetland, between city 
spire and mountain crag. 

                                   (Continued on page 8.) 
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








 











 














































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

















e are still hopeful people, and I 
am not even as young as the great 

Sea of new farmers who are crowding 
the intern lists and WWOOF! ng 
dorms of farms here and elsewhere 
as we speak, listening in on the old 
conversation that we thought might 
have been ended, of talk of bread and 
grain and plow and ox. 
 As Hutch Hutchinson put 
it the other day, farming is the new 
environmentalism. It is the way young 
people are being activists, because it 
resolves idealism to action in a palpable 
and ful! lling way
 And so there is an exodus 
underway. " e # ight from farms to the 
city has had its heyday, and much was 
lost along the way, but what was most 
lost that must be regained was Land. 
From the settler to the sharecropper to 
the urban farmer, it has always been the 
heart of the matter.
 What Michael and Mariana 
and the rest of us are seeking is a place 
to land, and perhaps to call our own. 
New models of agricultural subdivisions 
and urban farmsteads and land trusts 
are emerging that accommodate many 
of our visions, but it is a long # ight 
still, and there is much to be overcome 
in the way of simple expense, complex 
negotiations, and the creation of a new 
culture of sustainability, of Livity. 
 When the young folk leave 
the nightclub and hop their last train 
and look for community and a place 
to raise a family, they are often looking 
for something sweeter and deeper than 
o!  ce space, and we must " nd a way to 
reconcile our reconnective impulse with 
the reality of real estate and a short but 
de" nite epoch of agricultural ruin. 
 We will look for community in 
the cracks in the pavement where the 
dandelion grows, in the old farmsteads 
where the stories are there for the 
hearing, and in the new social media 
that connects us all in bizarre and 
gratuitous and marvelous ways. # e 
garden is growing yet. 
 With an ear to the old and 
hope for the new,

Noah Shitama
Swallowtail Farmer

 (Continued from page 7.) 
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Top photo: On day 60 of their journey, the 
Florida Wildlife Corridor Expedition team 
travels the St. Johns River.

Left photo: Hiking the Florida National Scenic 
Trail from Olustee Historic Battle! eld State 
Park to Ocean Pond in Osceola National 
Forest with FL Department of Environmental 
Protection Secretary Herschel Vinyard and 
Dennis Miranda, director of the Florida Trail 
Association. L to R: Mallory Dimmitt, Joe 
Guthrie, Secretary Vinyard, Dennis Miranda, 
and Carlton Ward Jr. Florida Wildlife Corridor 
Expedition. Photographs by Carlton Ward Jr.
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
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



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CTF's New Offi  ce
1731 NW 6th Street, Suite F

Gainesville, FL
352-376-4770

SAVE THE DATE!



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

Show your support for protecting Family Farms!

P
ho

to
 b

y 
Jo

hn
 M

or
an

. ©


